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PARLIAMENTARY RELATIONS OF O.I.BI!IT
OFFICERS.

It is known to our readers that some disoussion
has recently arisen in Coogress snd in the public

press with regard to the expediency of admitting
the Secretaries of the several Kxesutive Depart-
ments to seats on the floor of Congress, not with
the right of voting, or even of engaging in the
general debates of either body, but of answering
inquiries and partakiog in discussions relating to
the business with which they are specially charged
in their respcetive spheres. The Confederate
States, we need not say, have adopted this polioy in
the scheme of government regulated by their con-
stitution, which contaios a clause expressly grant-
ing this privilege to the Heads of Executive

pariments. -

It has been suggested that the festure in ques.
tion canvot be engrafted on our “patliamentary in-
stitutions without an amendment to cur Constitu-
tion, as in the case of the so-called Confederate
States. A writer in the New Xork Times takes
this view when he says:

“I ngree with you se to the advantages to be derived
from Cubinet officers baving seats in the House of Repre-
ssulatives of Congress. But can this be accomplished
excepl by an amecdment of the Constitution? That de-
clares, ‘ the House of Representalives sha'l be composid
of members chosén every second year by the peopls of the
seversl ttates.! Now, what vight has Congress to com-
pose the House of Represcntatives differsntly? What
might has it to confer the privileges of members upon those

. not chosen by the people 7 .

“'I'ne Conslitutivn provides, likewise, that ‘no parson
holdivg nny office under the United States shall be & mem-
ber of either House.'

“Would it not be an evarion of the letter and spirit of
the Constitution to aduwit to the privileges of membership
in the House of Represeniatives the highest civil function-
aries of the Government?

“ I kvow it is uot proposed to allow the members of the
Cubinet the right tu vote as membera of the House of Re-

resentatives. Iu my estimation, the denisl of that privi-
&;a would be of little consequecce. Their presence would
ivfluence many votes, aud that influence the Constitution
designed to prohibit.” :

To these considerations and objectiona the editor
of the Timcs makes reply as follows :

“Thers ie not the slightest evideuce that the Constilu-
tion des gued to proluibit any such taing. On the cootrs-

, it makes it ot only the privilege but the duty of the
gemnrm try to iufluence Congress; for it says: ‘ He
sbali [uot way] (rom time to time give to the Congrees in-
formation of tbe state . { the Union, and, recommend to
their consideration such measurcs as he sha'l judge neces-

_sary and expedient.” He can du thet in writing or orslly,
Juet an he pleascs; and in the early deys of the Repablic
it was the custom for him to do it personally. If thaCon
stitution allows bim to do tbis in person, jt is no violatign
either of the letter or of the spirit of the Constitution for
bim to give that * information * through his Beeretaries, in
their person. It would be simply realiging more fully that
constitutional idea ; for the Keeretaries, if they are worthy
of their place, sre fur bett:r ncquainted with the details
than be possibly can be, snd can make that' information’ far
more complete. T'be end which the Conatitution aims to
secure for Congress is the * information ' from the Execu-
tive. 'l he more effective the means of imparting that in-
formation, the better is the Constitution fuifilled.

* Burely it ie as much iu the power of Congress to ad-
wit the Beeretaries to seats in the House as it is to admit
Deligates from the Territories The Delegates are not
membere, because they bave not been chosen, as the Con-.
stitution requires, by ihe people of & State. They eannot
vote, yet thry huve beeu given the right te speak on an
question before the House. We don'l ask even as m
s that for the Becretaries. Let their right to spesk be
limited, if thought proper, to questinns affegting their own
respective departments We do not believe that they
ought to mingle in general debate. The prime point is,
that the head of a departinent ehall be present when potice
has been giv t & topie will be di d whieh relat
to his spbere &f duty, |LII present his views and facts,
and sha ] be tubject to as cluse interpellation as the pub-
lic advantage way dewand Were this done, aa it is done
in the Eoglish Pariinment, with & tew modifiéations, the
Ezxecutive would be beld to s much strieter accountability,
sog the debaies in Congress would befar more enlighten:
ed, and ita ovnclusions far wiser avd eafer, in respeet o
all the wateiisl interesta of the Government, than they
ever have been, or can be, uvder the present system.”

AFFAIRS IN THE BOUTH.

From the New York Express of Tuesday.

A gentlemean culled upon us to-day who says he left At-
Iants (Georgia) about a fortnight ago. He is a Northern
wman by birth, snd left the Conlederacy to escape the con-
soription He bad been a resident of Ailanta for ceveral
,uri. and bas resided there continuously during the war
He enme into our lin- s via Cleveland, Tennesseo.

When be left Atlante, there wers not many Coufede-
rute troeps ihere, but the hospitals were fil'sd with the
sick and wounded. The rsilrosds leadiog from Atlants
were all in good order, but the rolling stock, owing to con-
stant usage, was in necd of frequent repair. The Govero-
meunt foundries both st Atlants and Rome were runhing
day and night, turning vut ordnanes and small srms. The

_me chanics and workingmen ewployed in these foundries

_ were mostly [ reigners, aod nearly all of them are said to
be ekiliful and experienced men. Thers was no lnck of
provieions or other necessaries of life, though priees were
wxorbitantly high in eonsequenee of the deprecinted car-
r-ney acd the sohemes of speculators. An immense qunn-
tity of foreign dry gooda had found their way iuto the Con
federacy through Wilmiogton laat fall aud winter, and
these have been found amply sufficient to supply the more
urgent neoeasities of the people.

n Central aud Northern Georgis there wers several
locms in operation, turning out conrse eloth for the Army.
Paper, which bad all along been very acarce, was getting
plentier, owing to the estsblisl ment of new: paper milla in

* various parts of the Btate. There are four newapapeis
now published at Atlinta, namely, the * Coufederacy,”
the ““Iotell'gencer,” the Memphis “ Appeal,” sud the|
Knoxville * Registor.” _

Iu regard to ihe general progress of the war the genera
sentiment of the people seemed to be that Generals | ee,
Jobneton, sud Longatreet would be abl s not ooly to hold

r ground, but to make vocasional raids into the North

y bave every eonfidencs in Jeff Davie, and express
themaselves certain of ultimately actieving their iudepend
enco. Neveriholeas, our informant baye, there is under
these professione a convietion that they will have to even
twily suceumb before the superior numbers, weslth, and
resvurecs ol the North, bub that cocviction, of cenrss,
seldom finde wudiblo expression, ‘Ihere was an attach
iment to the old flag and the old Unicn in Central Georgia
for the first year or twio of the reballion, but it is now dis
appearing under the iufluence of the radieal legislstion at

ashinglon.

At Auants, as every where else, Mr. Lineoln's emsanei
pation proclamstion was published io the re bal journsis.
‘Ihere was o «flort made any whers to keep it & seoret
The ribela ware io the lisb t of w aking of it with die
respeot. There has baen no troubls with the negroes in
stat part of Georgis during ‘the war. They never were
more doeile or more obedisnt, though they koew as will
what wase lﬂirl!r_n!l_‘ their masters,

ksiacs  MILITARY OUTRAGES.

An investigation bas been institated by Provost Marshal
Gen. Hall, of the Dvpartment of the South, iuto the burn.
ing of numeroua buildings st Jucksonville, (Fla ) and the
depredations committed st that place by the Union troops
At the timis of the expedition lnet year. It is understood

bat the parties proved to be implicatod in firing the build.

ings and taking away property will bs tried for arson and
theft —New York Tumes.

MARYLAND BoLpiens AND THE MARYLAND ELEC
TioN. —The Beeretary of War has, at the suggestion of
the Union Convention of Frederiok, given ordera for the
Maryland troops to return homs in time to vote at the
cowing eleotion — Baltimore Clipper.

Goveraor Brawle.ae aud ox Senator Dizon have left
Washington on their return to Keutucky. It in stated that
they bad  free interchuange of opinions with the President
aod Beorotary of War, and buth parties are in acoord and
barmonious as to the enforoement of the deaft in that

State under the smendatory enrolment net,

FINANCIAL VIEWS, -
The lon. E. @. BrauLping, of Buffalo, New

1887, fixiog the standard of value in the gold coin-

age of the oountry, he proceeds to say:
* The original legal tender note bill iotroduced by

&8 & nocessary war measure, and which was

the President 25th, 1862,

&m:m-wu:‘mm::;ormw
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:'d:ll:pﬂu ”:Hﬁ.ununtllha Treasury Department
at

five-twanty six per ceot. binde—interest paysble semi-
ann in ooin; and further suthoriziog insne of
$500,000,000 of thess bouds for that purposs. This wus
mtuia'ueofnnlndnnwhy:rrm.
waa 8 fixod.standard and measure of value for the redemp-
tiom of ull these legal tender notes as they should be issued and
ro-issued from tiwe to time, mm"mmz
mx per oent. bonds— pri and
lv:qpmm.aholll mniu;o e
or by compulsion, knew exsctly w
them. He knew that the laws of
he should bave gold-bearing bonds
by bim. 'The in this case
demand, a8 formerly, but six wmmh'ﬁ:ldomy
wix months, and the prineipal payable it gold within twenty
years, This was the Mullufnluludlvythchxl
tender note bill. 1t was in effect & forced logn from the
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the lender acd the borrower.
““This was a radical ch in
of value within the United W
ard established by law, and every business

tiuns sccordingly.
“The act of July 11, 1862, suthorized a further issue
of $150,000,000 of legal tender notes, and required their
udem%lion by the Government at all times, on demand, 10
the 5 20 six per ceat. bouds; still leaviog the standard of
value of tender nutes by p for their conver
-ion:: wy;i:e inu; nx per 'ao::ull ted Ftates bonds,

and interest payable in . Although was
Ilell'r::llbmﬂlllnﬂ'om mﬂlp:‘op&ilm s0 fair and
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intetest, could exchange them at his

backs, not beari
owa will into bonds at six per cent. interest

per anpum. ¢ Government was oarried on smoothly
dod the war prorecuted vigorously under this system up
to January 21, 1864, when the 520 six per cent. bonds
authorized by tbe act of the 25th of February, 1862, were
exhausted.”

In the mean time the standard of value for the
redemption of legal-tender Treasury notes, as our
readers are aware, was changed. The act of the

8d of March, 1863, to faraish ways and means for

the $800,000,000 loaa bill, so modified the legal-
tender note bill as to leave it in the discretion of
the Feoretary of the Treasury to fix the time and
manner of issuing the bonds or notes and the rate
of interest they should benr under the act. As
Mr. Spaulding recites, it gives him the power to
issue them at six per veat., five per cent., or even
at a lower rate of interest if he deems it advisable ;
but, under the modifioations of the act, there is no
longer any standard of value fixed by law. It
rests with the Secretary to say, from time to time,
what the rates of interest shall be. He also has
the power to issue and reissus legal-tender notes
02 demand and on time in sufficient volume to
float five per oent., and even four per cent. bonds
snd notes, if ho shall deem it advisable to do so0;
and it is in this fact that Mr. Spanldicg finds an,
explanation of the present advanoe of the price of
gold and of other commodities. No man, be says,
oan regulate his contracts or business affaira with
any certainty. No person, when he takes legal-
tender Treasury notes, oan fix in his own mind
what is their real value. It is no longer converti-
ble at the will of the holder into United States six
per cent. bonds, nor is there any provision in the
law which compels the Goverament to redeem
them in “any kind of bonds, or in any other way
except for dues to the Governmgnt. It has, how-
ever, been the practice of the Treasury Depart-
ment during the last two months to redeem legal-
tender Treasury notes, not bearing interest, by ex-
changing for them one asad two years’ Treasury
notes, bearing five per cent. ibtereat, both prineipal
and interest payable in currency.

It is in virtve of these considerations that Mr.

Spaulding cnforces on Congress the yropriety of
establishing the standard value of legal-tender
notes by fixing the rate of interest at which they
may at any time be converted into the funded debt
of the United-States, principal and interest pay-
sble in gold. He thins it wiil be eheaper in the
end, and that specie piyments can be resumcd s
an earlier day, if the (iovernment were to continue
the conversion of legal-tender note: into six per
eent. bonds, beosuse gold will bo lower :nd prices
e« ; but, whatever the rate of interest is to be, he
deems it of the first necessity tiat the rate sall
be fixed in the law it .clf, so that all business men
may be able (o shape their contriots and busi css
ia accordance with the public law cstablishing
such standard of value.
There is undoubtedly some force in these views,
though they perhaps do not extend quite as far as
Mr. Spaulding supposes, whether considered as
indicating the source of our present financial de-
pression or as suggesting its remedy. But, as far
as they are just, they will, we are sure, engage the
sttention of the present enlightened Becretary of
the Treasury.

We appead the remarks of the Baffalo Com-
mercial Advertiscr, which expresses its subatantial
conoutrence with Mr. Sy aulding’s views, bat se-
companies them with some reservations as to the
degree in which they are explanatory of the ruling
enhanoement in the price of gold. It says:

-

“ 1t must not be forgotien that behind all this there lies
a groat, original onuse for the financial deran under
which we are suffering, and one to which there ia no spe
cifie, or psusces, such as might be inferred from Mr.
Bpnulding’s lotter. The civil war in which we are in-
volved in the original cause of our floancis® troubls, and
»0 long e it exista that troubls will continus. The first
and the continuing ¢ feet of the war has been, and will be,
the disturbanee of. our foreign commeree by the sudden
withdrawal from it of our great cotton staple. This,
taken in eonnection with an uncheoked and ine:
portation of foreign gooda growing out of the
extravaganee of the people, has orested a large balance of
‘trade ngainat ua, wﬂzonut ba paid in gold.

** When we remewber that we have undertaken to oarry
on the war with this Inrgs drain of gold mny&dn‘
on, snd with & simultaneous drain upon the labor of the
country to fill our armies, aod with.ut recourss to foreign
losus to recuperats and

roud of oar
tge premiom
than we had
fiunncisrs of

for, the
edly correct, ae
of the troubls. ‘The adoption of his

reduce the premium on gold, but not to any very large

the support of the Goveroment, commeonly ellled*u

b The principal merit which we dissover in it, and
it is one of vast :uhln.il the permanmency in the
pnee of gold which would ensue. Gold would st onoce
prrerfemilad e lhirons ?m..."‘ alioma to whioh It is
whi is

mﬁl '#m 'is & greater evil thao the
hLmro than asony

THE REBEL CAMPAIGN IN MISSISSIPPI

Late Richmond papers publish the official reports of
Gen. Pemberton and Gen. Jaseph Jobnaton of the opers-
ticns in the Valley of the Mississippi which terminated in
the fall of Vicksburg. -

Gen. Pemberton attributes all the rebel dissstors at that
plsce to his deficiency of cavalry. It sppears, however,
that Gen. Grant's strategy completely deceived Pember.
ton, for from the 15th to the 30th of April he seems to have
had #0 little information of Grant's movements as to have
been unable to meet them. Oa the 29tk of April he tels-

ﬂuphd Goo. Johnston that the Federal foroes were at Hard
, a0d “ oan orves to Bruinsburg ;" and, on the 1st of
Moy, that ‘‘a furioas battle has besa going on all day be-
low Port Gibson.” Ou the 24 of May Gen. Johnston re
lied : *“If Grant orosses, usite all your troops to beat
Buocess will give back what was absndoned to win
Gibson won, Grant pushed direot-
ly mw‘ng;luhm Wa‘:utnf o::gndid:‘-t
:rnl ‘the interruption of Grant’s commu ne,
moved forward -Ld to Clinton Meaowhils,
Pemberton disobeyed some of Johnstoo's orders, sud, as
the upshot, Graot took Vieksburg. The Richmond En-
quirer says that while the verdiot of history must ba seri-
ously net Gen Pemb: , there are extevuating cir-
cumstances. His army was grestly outnumbered by the
enemy, and his deficiency in caval vented his ascer-
taining the strength snd posiuon o enemy. The to-
pography of the country presented many impediments to
quick movements, snd were greatly ingreased by re-
oent snd heavy raivs, Grierson’s raid had destroyed the
railroad and interrupted communiostion, and diminished
his effoctive force by the heavy detachments required to
gusrd vital positions. H

Gen. Johnston, in his report, states that while he was
at Mobile in March, 1863, he received orders to assume
command of Bragg's army and to send that Genersl to
Riehmond, but owing to his ill health he was unable to
comply with them. Subsequently, early in May, he was
ordered to take chief command of the forces iu Miesissip-
pi, which he at onoe proceeded to do. His first ndvices
from Pemberton, who was in command at Vickeburg, in-
formed bim that Graot's movements were more likely to
‘affect than Vicksburg, and so confidert was Pem-
berton icksburg would not be attacked that be of-
fered to send a portion of his troops to reinforce Bragg.
Before Johlh.l:‘ﬁmnlf came on the grosnd, however, &
great change taken plsce. Grant's sdmirably con-
begun, bhe had erossed the Misaieip-
pi below Vieksburg, and was rapidly olosing in upon that
point, with s view to its fsolation all reinforcements
and its ultimate eapture. fore Johnston was in ruffi-
cient strength to co-operate with Pemberton, or a juno-
tion could be effected of the forces of the two rebel cim-
manders, Gen. Grant bad rapidly forced himeelf | etween
them, and by a & process sundered them, foreing
Johoston to fall to the northward and g Pew-
berton back towards Vickeburg. The battles on the Big
Black and ita vicinity followed, adding new momentum to
Pemberton's retrograde wmovement on Vicksburgs
‘Gen. Johnston, perceiving that if Pemberton were shut

in Viekaburg it would be iw to relieve bim aod
dor that i Fiainos' oK lbrnd Vieheborg wa o

r wWas un was of
no value and could not be held, and that il he were in-
veated there his surrender was inevitable. He was there-
fore instructed, in order to save the traops under
mund, to immediately evacuate before he was
by Gen. Graot's work. Instead of obeying,
tell back into Vicksburg, and his firet aot
and abandon the works on Haines' Blnff, which
had indicated as essential to the defence of Viekaburg, and
'sll hope of his rescue vanished. Oa the same day thst
J sent the to Pemberton for the evacus-
tion of Vickeburg, he sent similar orders to Gen. Gardner,
in command at Hudson, to.-evacuate that point, but
w reashed that officer.
= were now completely hemmed in and
s on all wides, aud on the 15th June, Johnaton
advised the rebel War Department that be had no hope of
saving Vicksburg. B8till, ba addressed himself to plana fir
extricating the army at Vickeburg, by econcerted move-
menta aseanlts from within and without, butthey all
miserably failed. On the 3d of July Gen Pembarton was
apprized that another of these diversions would be made,
mﬁtht.willu view to enable him to cut hu way out,
Johnston would attack Grant on the 7th.. On the 4th,
however, Pembarton surrendered, the fall of Vicksburg
was hed, and nothing was laft to Johnston but
to get out of the way of our vieterious forces, which he d.d
with ecommendable ealerity.

Gen. Johnston's coneludes with severe animad-
versions upon Gen. berton, whom he accuse: of die-
obedience of orders, which resulted in fatal consequences.
He also indulges in some pointed thrusta st the rebel War
W{l‘;‘iw : vast task without the mesns
for » u parlorn.lm t

The entire m s tribute to the masterly akill and
snergy of Gen, , and evinoes that from the very first

paign, his was & foregone con-
, and only u}ﬂr«l time to make it as complete aa.
it st length resulted.
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BALES OF FLANTATION LANDS.

The * New Bouth,” published at Hilton Head, Bouth
Carolina, has the following notice of the lats land sales in
that vieinity :

“ The suction sales of plantation Iands in the parish of
8t. Heleoa by the Dirvet Tax Commissioners have about
closed, owing to the fact that preparation for the coming
erop should be begun immediately ; and the surveys havi
not yet been eompletled, the plaotations on Port kny‘:q
Island will be leased for the current year at the rate of
about two dollars an aore for arable land, and a just som
peusation for the use of buildings. The biddins at the
salew has been very spirited. notwithatanding threatened
enforcement of pre-smption rights by parsona desiring to
buy under suspended instructions p mhﬁg houses and
groundeat a and & quarter an scre. Ovwer ten thiu-
sund neres have baen sold at an average price of about nins
dollary an acre? including improvements. Two lundred
nod eighty acres of the Daniel Pope place, on 8. Helens
leland, were bid off 's‘ucq.t_ m. J. Randolph for
$6,050. This ie the highest ::mo yet paid. The lowest
raleg have boen at but a trifle over the minimum i ries,
whifh is $1 26 an acre. In ooe or two instances freed-
men have bought the plantations on which they ware for-
merly held as alaves, and several parties have bid ostensi
bly for the colored peapls. The greater number of pur-
ohasos, however, hase been made by persons from the
North, who have at onee gone inte the work of cultivation.
Persons intending at the beginning of the sales to buy for
speculation have for the most parl cousidered the prices
too high for them,”

THE CONFEDERATE CURRENCY.

The Riebmond Examiner of the $1at of Margh has the
following interesting exhibit of the condition of the rebe]
eurrency : -

“ Only ten days now intervene bafore the eurrency re-
mainiog in circulation 1e taxed one third, and consequently
during the week com Monday the s of
Treasury notes must decide whetbor they will k-ep them
until 1st April and robmit to the Government share, fund
the amount in four per cent. bouds, or exchange it for
boods or personal property. The necessity of coming to
a In ' sharpening the wits' of the people, though
itis not improbable that rome wh. esteem themeelves
‘wondrous wise' in financial matters will enmmit a bluoder
in dinpoaing of their surplus cash. The ability to penetrate
the future is & power which few, il any, possess, snd
henee the views expressed in regard to J. effect of the
financial legislation of Congress, after the eurrency is re-
duoed, are ndverse and vaguely theorstical.

“ Every body knows that a ten-doliar note, afler st of
April, will only znult & nett valoe of six dollare nnd
sixty-six and ird# cents, and acoordingly the univer

al Jesire in to dispose of the currency in band at this time
80 i to avoid this t loss, very few being willing to
hold it with the expeotation that sixty six dollars of the

new eurrency will, in & few weeks, buy mora of any article
than one hundred dollars will purabase now. They must
wee the fact before they will believe it, but then it will be
too Iate to profit by its development.

“ In the mean time all kinds of ‘ cornerimg’ & Are

in e, and it must be admitted that some of them are
mblo . For instanee, it is that certrin
and ate may bs bought now sold in the new

currenoy at a declive not exoeeling fifteen to twenty-five
r.r oent.—thereby saving ten to fi In the lnn:uynm

Beveral millions in the ten dollar notes of the new issue
bave been reccived at the Treasury in Richmond, A new
bateh of the fifty cent notes is ready, and the issuning of
them was begun on the 21st.

Escark or Usion PrisoNmas.—The Dayton (Ohio)
Journal of Monday containe a despateb from Fayettavills,
West Virginia, March 96 b, stating that three bundred
Union soldipra bad eseaped (rom tho rebel prisons at Dun-
ville, and were op their way North.

The Legislature of Maine has passed & resolution in

avor ol the abrogation of the Reciprosity Treaty.

LORD PALMERSTON ON AMERICAN AFFAIRS.

In the Briteh Parliawent, on the 14th of Murch, Mr.
ROEBUCK wade his motion in regard to Federsl recruiting
in Ereland, nud delivered s spopoh abusive uf the United
States, 10 which be bitterly assailed Earl RussgLL, charg-
ing bim with being ivfluenced in his policy wowards this
country by the mousce of Mr. ADaMs; the Awerican
Minister, sod expressiog his belief that Lord PALMER-
sTON did not approve the course of Earl Russell.

Lord PauMerston, at the close of Mr. Roebuck's
speech, rose sod replied as follows :

Bir, my hooorsblo jand learned friend has been kind
enough to pay me iome eompliments ; but I beg to say I
can seoept of po one's enwpliments at the expense of a
oolleague. [ loud Ministerial cheers.] My hono:able and
learned friend ought to know that it 1s vain to endeavor to
aingle out one member of » Cabinet to hold bimup to pub-
lie obloquy, sud to make amends for that by comp iments
and praice to the Government at large. [Renewed cheers
from the same quarter.] My voble friend at the hend of
the Foreign Office is no doubt the o of the Gove'n-.
ment in all its communicatious, snd with regard to all its
relations with foreign Powers ; but my noble friend at the
bead of the Foreign Office. takes no step except in con-
cert with hie colleagues ; and I must de tare to the honot-
able avd lesrned gentleman who hhs endeavored to seps-
rate me from wy noble at the head of the For-
eign Office that I am «qually respounsible with, him for

.every atep he has taken in the conduot of every negotiat on

1.0f hu-

which seems uan? to bave excited feel el 1

il

miliation in the min n’ wy tohorable and -
s freling which I believe is not shared by the people of this
eountry, [cheers ;] & feeling which I am confident will not
be shared by any wan of impartial mind who shall look
with attntion to the different steps which have been {aken
in all those great transactions to which allusion hss breen
made. Bir, once for all, I beg distinetly and positively to
state that thoss who atiempt to separate my noble friend
from his colleagues will fail in their endravors, [chsers,]
and belray an ignorance of the principles and practice oi
the Government of this coun [Cheers ] Be.it hence-
forth known—and I beg my tion way be recorded
snd borae in mind—that wo aw all, and I am especially,
equally responsible with my noble frisnd for every step he
bas takeo in this matter. [ Cheers ]

Now, sir, we have deelared our iotention to observe
strict neutrality in the cuntest unfortunately being carried
on in America, and I maintsin we have kept our word and
acted on our declaration. The hunorsble and learned gen-
tleman contends that we have dealt a different measure of
Jjustice to one side from that we have dealt to the other,
Well, it shonld be remembered that the two sid's stand
in & very different poesition in regard to the assistance
which they may derive from this or sny other quarter,
The Federals command the sea ; all their ports are open;
they can go to Birminghsm, Liege, or sny qther place
where arms and ammunition are manufactured; they may
buy what articles they like, ship and eafely convey them
to their own ports. 'lzhay have thé eommand of the mar-
kets of Europe. The Confederates, on the other hand,
have not fhese advantsges. They are shut out from the
sea; they eso only get eupplies by blockade-runners, wsny
of which are taken, sud fow paratively escape. There-
fore the conditions of the two parties are mot equal, al-
though we observe an equal law of neutrality in regard to
both. It is trus.ghat thers is aleo a grest diffarence be
tween the obtsining ahips from a neutral country and the
obtain'ng of srma aod ammunition. T do not diepute that
in point of priuciple and our own muaicipal law thess two
things stand on an equal footing ; that s to say, Lhat by io-
ternational law and cbligation, if & belligerent goes to a
neutrsl ceuntry and buys arms, eannon, and ammunition
wherewith to arm large armies, he derives from that neu-
tral a greater aemistance towards deciding the war thup
perbaps one, two, or more cruisers can have on the ulti-
mate fate of the war, although théy may effect the imjury
of wdividuals. b

But we have a municipal law which overrides in some
respocts international obligations, and we are bouod to

revent cortain thiogs being done in thia counatry for the
nefit of one belligerent apainst another. We are bound
not to permit enlistments aud organization of men, and also
to prevent the equipment and arwmament of ships The
one is an easy thing Lo prevent. The armament and equip
ment of & ¢hup is & notoriety. A ship is a tangible thlog;
you ean see with your eyes the progress made in its con-
struction and equipment ; you can interfere at the proper
moment, sod lay your hand on it to prevent a breach of
the law being commitied. But with regard to the enlist
ment of men yon have not the same means. The honora-
ble and learned gentleman says that great enlistments of
men have been wade in Ire'and for the Federals That
may be so or not; but, in order punish those who have
bien guilty of that bresch of our laws, you must have
proof—proof which is not essily obtain I dare eay,
spesking only from common report, it 1s very likely there
are in lreland agents acting under the orders of the Fede-

ral Government to induce ﬂahting‘
the armies of (he Federals; bat they are thuch too wise
and cunning to muke thejr enlistments in Ireland, There
is, we know, so great s d)ffagence batween the wages of
lsbor in the United States snd the wagea of labor in Ire-
land that in order to induee them to go it 1e sufficient to
tell them, ** Come as laborers.” There is this railway sud
that railway, this work and that work, snd, instesd of
oue shilling or shilling and six pence, you will get ten shil-
lings n day. They are, I say, mueh too wise to talk of
enlistment in Ireland. They induce the people to go to
find & batter market for their labor, and when these men
land at New York there sre people there to induce them
to enlist in some Obio regiment or snother and become

L roldiers, with the chance of plunder and God knows what

besiden [A baugh.] -

1 #ay, sherefore, thae though the statement of the honor-
able and learved gentleman be substautially true, that in
duosments are held out in Ireland to people to go the
United States with the intention that when they get thers
they shall be inveigled into the army, yet to found any legal
prosecution on these Lransactions you must have proof,
which we are unable to get But we have remonstrated
generslly on this subject, and if the honorable and learned
gentleman will look into the papers which were laid before
Parliament Inst year he will see that representations bave
been made to the Uunited States Government on the re-
porta and rumorsa whick reached her M-jesty's Govern-
ment on the subject. 1here was lately s trausaction which
engaged the sfrious attention of the Goveroment. The
K- arsage, a Federnl eruiser in the barbor of Cork, was
secured of having enlisted s number of men to gerve in
that vessel ; representations were made tnth Adnms ; the
men were returned to the shore, and if sufficient proof
could have been afforded to identify thoes soted with
that transsction, no doubl & prosscution would have baen
instituted My honorable and learned friend the Attorney
Gevarsl reminds me that with regard to some who wers
proved tn have been ncoemsories and vietims of that in-
veiglement there is & proaecution now going on.  If that
prosecution suceseds, and you can prove that the muni-
gipal law of the country has been violated, of eourss re
presentations will be wade sgainet the conduct of those of
ficarn, whether naval or eongsular, by whom that Iaw was
violated. 1 ean only sny that in order to found » distinet
snd formal remonstrance to the Uuited States, you must
have proofs, which are difficult to obtsin. HBut we have
remonstrated with the Uniwd States, na will sppear from
the papers which were last yoar lnid on the table of this
House. I(it can be rhown that thers are grounda tofen-
titls us to make remoostracees, bs sure that my noble
friend will be as ready as [ or any of our eolleagues to vin-
dioate the honor and the laws of the country by adequate
representations to the Government to whom the infrabtion
of oyr luws is impyted. {Hau. hear, |

INTERFERENCE.

There are two remarkable faots b:ought to light by the
publieation of Gen MeClellan's Report. The firet in, that
the Weatern Virginia chmpaign, in which Gen. MeClellan
achieved suoh perfect success, was undertaken, esrried
forward, and finished by him without pny orders of ‘any
kind whatever from Wanhington. No one in that oity
soemed to have the slightest soncern 1n the eampaign ; no
one even ordered him to undertaka it; but the General,
scting on his own regponsbility, went to Western Vir.
gioia, sod on his own plass drove out, captured, or de-
stroyed one and auother of the rebel armies until he had
rescued: the whole distriet The other fast i, that to
which we have before u| uded, that the great eampaign in
Maryland, resulling in the vigtory at Antietam, was un-
dertaken Gen. MeClellan on his own responsibility,
oonducted by him without order or interference from
Washington, and resulted in eomplote suscess and glorious
vietory, The contraet between &uu two eampaigns and
the Peninsular aampaign, in this respect, cannot fail to be
voticed. Ta the Iatter the interfeorence was constant and
persistent.  Not only was the army reduced one-third, but
after it was reduced the movements of Gen. MeClellan
were coustantly hampered and obstrusted by orders from
Washington  ‘The most minute detui's of his mareh were
somatimes directed by the ** commander-in-chief" in Lhe
White House. The President cyen tells him to look well
to the effect of the Obickabominy on his position! And
MeCiellan r!:_lieu. with his novarying eourteous respect
for the President, that the latter may rest assured he will
not overlovk & stream which has alresdy given the army
so much occupation! ' Bireteh your right wing to the
north of Ricbmond,” orders the Sccretary of War. Why
don't you destroy that railrosd 1 is the constant complain
ing demand of the President. Thers was apparently no
moment, from the time he left Washington till Halleck
ordered him back, that Gen, McClellan had permisaion to
exercine hiv own judgment, or dis of the Army of the
Potomae necording to his views of what was best. It is
carions and instruotive to draw this contrast between the
oimpnign in whieh be wes allowed to judge for hipwelf,
and the eampaigos in which he was managed by the poli-
ticians surroundiog 1he President —Journal of Commerce,

lnma;mﬁ It i expeoiad that the forsign immi-
gra‘ion to this sountry this year will bo over three handred
thousand persofis. A proper distribution of these laborers

it the looalities where most needed will benefit both the
osuniry and the laborer.

men to go and enlist in-

THE RED RIVER EXPEDITION.

Correspondence of the 8t Lowis Republican.
Frag Buip, Forr DeRussgy, Mancn 15

To understand the importance of the great expedition
up Red river it is necéssury to review the military situs-
tion in the begioning of March. Sherman had returned
to Vieksburg from his grand but dissppeinting raid into
Missunsippi, snd iostesd of diregting his forces towsrds
Mobile, th+ point gfeatest and almost the only position of
vital concern to the rebels, he detached a portion of them
to Gen. Banks' assistance, who, it appears, had predeter-
minbd on rosttering or demolishing the forces in West
Louisiana, It is sltogether probable that something in
the seasons had dictated this choice to Gen. Bapks. For
example, the Red river is only high enough to be naviga
ble by the largest vessels during this month sud the next,
while the task of tsukiog Mobile is one which might be
undertaken at any time, though it is unsceountably straoge
that it was not begun in December instead of May.
As is well known, the column under Genaral Franklin
orossed from New Orleans to Brashear City about the 1at
instant, and thence took up the line of march along the
Bayou Tecbe, substantially the same route pursued nearly
& yoar ago, via Opelousas to Alexandria, The forces un
der Geu, A, J. Smith, from the Department of the Ten-
nesses, comprising the brigade under Gevs. F. K. Smith,
Thomas, and Ellet, embarked at Vicksburg on the 10th,
and proceeded down to the mouth of Red river, where
tha{ found sn immense fleet of gunboats ready for the as-
cent.
Touching the naval foree it may be well to remark that
a move formidable fl=et was never under mingle eommand
than that now on the Western river, under. Rear Admiral
Porter, and, it might be said, aleo, never-to less purpose
At the time of departure, the strength of the rebellion in
‘the inland waters had been crush Its forts had been
demolished at Henry, Doneleon, Columbue, Island 10,
Vicksburg, Hudson and New Orleans, by the gal'ant Feote
aod Furrnrut. upnited with the army. Its flact had been
sunk by Ellet, Farragut, and Davis. All Lhat remained to
be extinguished was one ineignificant fort at Gordon's
lsnding. and one ram and one gunbeat on Red river, To
meet tois force we had collected twenty powerful war
vesnels of all ¢lanses, from the hight draught to the heavieat
moniter. Among them were the monitors Ozark, Osage,
Neosho ; the iroo-elads Bonton, Carondelet, Pittsburg,
Mound City, Louieville, Essex, and Chillicothe ; the rame
Price, Choctaw, Lalayette, besides the lighter boste, Black-
bawk, Ouachita, Champioo, and Tyler.
The twenty traneports preceded by the twenty gun-
boata started from lbe Mississippi on the 10th, and ns
oended the Ked river as far as what is called the Old river,
when we turoed into the Atebafalaya instesd of eontinuing
up Red river. Many. were the speculstions upon our
course as they saw us descending the stream instesd of as-
cending. To a person unacqugioted with the peculiaritiex
of this region it scems indead stiange that the water should
run up avd down consecutively, ‘I'he whole of Weat L u-
isinns is overspread with a network of bayous which are in-
terlaced with each ether in & very unusual mavoer. lo
deed, though Red river is usually acecunted ona of the
tributaries of the Mirsinsippr river, there is nbundant evi
dence to believe that at no great period back the Rod
river continued its course to the Gulf through the Atcha
falaya. The lutter atream is now mainly fed by the former,
and should properly bear ita nams. - We found it for-twelve
miles & deep and navigable stream.
At Bimmaport the fl-et came to a landing. The town
iteelf does not exist, b fow chimneys alone marking the for-
meér gite, having been burned up by Col. Charles Rivers
Ellet, in 1etaliation for their firing upon his boat, the Queen
of the West. Col. Jobn Ellet afterwards visited the place
with the Bwitzerland, during tha riege of Port Hudson,
when he had & severe engagement with the battaries, and
fivished the work of his cousin. Two new earthworks
were found iu course of construction and sbundaut evi-
dences of the traffic across the stream at this point. A
short distance up the bayou, which enters at this point,
were found twenty four pontoons used for a bridge; also,
rtions of a ralt of timberlong enough to stretch across
aws reached us that & camp oear tha river had beeu
hastily evacuated at the sight of the fluet.
Next morning the land forcas were disembarkod, and
warched out by sunrise to find the esmp broken up, and
the enemy gooe; the bridge leading across the stream
burning, snd evidevee of s fright, There were two ex-
teunive enrthworks still weomplete, and a prodigivus raft
being coustructed across Bayou Glaize so aa to prevent
the guubosts ascending the littls chanoel duriog high
water. ‘This lgeation of their priocipal fortificstions is
wignificant in two thisgs: their iutestion to make the
Atchafalays ns their line of defence, and their distrust of
their ability to bold fortsa immedistely on the banks of
navigable stresms. Henceforth we imsgined their policy
would be to hold the rosds to the iuterior by woiks
erected beyond the ringe of the guuboats. Their aban-
donmeut of Bimmaport was indicative Lhat they had lost
bhope of defending successfully these latter. Five miles
further out, our forces overtook five feams Jorded with
teuts, which they burnt, and losded up the teame with
sugar and maolsases, which the rebels bad unsuccesafully
attempted to destroy. The whole column then returned
to the boats,
I sbould wot be & fa:thful historian if I omitted to men-
tion that the conduet of the teoops since the lste raid of
Gen. Bharman is becoming very prejudicial to our good
oame and to thewr efficiency. A spirit of destruetion and
wanton ferogity seems to have ecized upon many of them,
which is quite jucredible, At Red river Landing they
robbed a bouse of several thousand dollars ju specie, and
then fired the house to conocesl their crime. At Simme
port a party of them stole out snd robbed and insulted »
family two miles distant. In fact, unless chocked by sum
mary example, there is dauger of pur whole noble army
degenersging into a band of out-throats wnd robbers. 1
am glad to say that Gen. Bmith is dispossd o punish all
offenders severely.
It was decided that the column should mareh overlsnd
to Fort De Rumsay, the place to which,it was supposed the
encwy had rotreated, distant thirty-five miles. At day.
break they started, in light marching order. The boats
were steamed up the Red river, which proved to be ex
tremely tortuous and diffieult of navigation. At a paint
sixty-five miles above the mouth, and twenty-five above
Black river, we eame upon a small esrthwork, without
guns, distant by land about five wmiles from the wmain fort,
Hown piles and timbera bad floated past during the day,
preparing us lor the uvacusation above,
Meauwiile the column under Gon. Smith, with Morae's
brigade in the advance, made a night march neross from
Simmaport.  Before lh«‘r biad gotteu five miles out on their
march they were beset by the enemy's envalry, which kept
harassing front and rear during the aotire route. A oom-
pany « f eavalry, under Capt Hughes, precado the ecolumn,
ekirmighing contioually.  Gen F. Kilby 8mi b, who o m.
manded the division in the rear, was often obliged to form
in hire to repel their threatened attack. Notwithstandiog
that & delay of three hours oecurred in rebuilding a bridge
des'royed by the flying enemy, the entire mareh, thircy
miles, was sccomplished in twenly bours, and, as the result
showed, captured n #trong

]p. wition before sundown—a fus!
which bua hnrdly & parailel. The country back uf thefort
18 aw undulating table llla. banutifyl to bebo!d, and inha
bited by descendnnts of thh carly French ssttiers. Indeed,
many of thewn had hoieted over their hes the tri-color
of Fravee, although they have been viog here receiving
the privileges of citizenship for more than twenty years.

It was about three o’clook as the hesd of 1he evlumn
neared Fort De Russey ; some time was spent in making
eautious approaches to the position, when th+ lines were
moved up Lo the edge of the timber. The fort then opened
havily with four gune, firing shells and shrapoel, our for-
cea bringing two batleries into action. The esnnonading
eontinued twa bours, when Gen, 8with orderad a line of
skirmishers to sdvance, when & heavy fuslsde followed,
A charge was ordered; the I ifty-eighth llinois and Eighth
Wiaconsin led, when just ne ths men had reached the diteh
the garrison surrendered. About this time the gunboats
made their appearance, the Eastport in the lead. They
fired two shota without effeot, seross a rook, when the
ohrors of our soldiers told them the fort was ours.

The fort consists of two distinet and formidable earth-
works gonnected by a povered way. The upper part, the
one faoing the road from the nterior, is & besutiful Bpeoi-
men of engineering skiil, aod is remarkable for the sub.
stantisl and permavept wanoer 1 which every part is
constructed. [t mounted st the time of ospture four
gune, two field snd two siege, though eapable of seoom-
modatiog bweuty. It :Iathapo & quarter of a mile from
the river bank and weated on the gradual slope of a ridge,
the firat seen oo ssoendiog the river. In the lower work
eommandiag the river was n oaremated battery of three
guus ol superior construction. Upon a solid Trame of
twenty inches ol timber were laid two layers of railrond
iron, th+ upper tier roversed and Inid into the interstices
of the lywer. But two guns were in position in it=—~one
eleven inch columbiad, taken from the Indiancls, and an
eight-inch smooth bore. On each side were batteries of
two guns each, one a seven-inoh rifls of Parrott pattern,
making in all eight siegn and two fi<ld pinces ; thers were
found besides large quantities of Kmmunition and & thon-
sand wuskets, besides flour, sugar, &o.

Our loss in the affair was four killed and thirty wound-
ed ; rebels five killed and four wounded Two hundred
prisoners constituted the garrison then in the fort, all of
which fell ioto our hands, with twenty-four officers.
The troops bhave slready re-embatked, and are on the
way (0 Alexandris, From vatious sources we gather that
the rebels here have about abandened the ides of defend-
ing any of their navigable streams. As nearly as I oan
learo, Walker hastwo thousand men, most infantry, south
of us. Taylor baa perhaps as many at Alexandris, aod it
it probable tht they may ba united at the Iutter place.
Banks has some doubtiess 1n his front about Ipelousas,

Tke Red river bas not been used for large transports
or &\mbulll #ince May last, being hitherto too low. The
Webb, Missouri, Grand Duke, and Mary Keene are at
Shreveport armed. The distauces on this river from the

NEWS BY TELEGRAPH.

LATEST DESPATCHES
FROM KENTUCKY.

§ LouISVILLE, MARCH 20.—The express train which left
Louisville on Mondsy morning for Lebanon was captured
by guerrillas and two passenger cars were burned. A
guard of seventeen Federal soldiers oo the train surren-
dored without firing & guo. This guard has been ordered
to Louwwville under arrest.

Federal scouts have proceeded some four miles beyond i
Bull's Gap aud report no signs of Longstreet's foroes.

Caro, Maren 20 —The rebel General Forrest, with a
force estimated at soven thousand, is reported within
eight miles of Columbus, Kentuek ¥, Inst night. They cut
the telegraph lines betwepn that place and Cairo yes-
terday,

About forty wore persons; oaptured by the rebels at
Union City, arrived here last night, They report that
oaly two Bundred and fifty prisoners were captured with
Col. Hawkins, and parties of them nre eqonping every
day.

——

A BERIOUS AFFRAY IN ILLINOIS.

8t. Louis, MARCH 29.—A special despateh to the De-
lnonr.ut, from Charlestun, Coles county, says that the
“ copperbeads” eams iuto that town to attend sourt yes-
terday with guns concealed in their wagons snd srmed
with pistols. Bome soldiers in the court-houre yard were
drawn into an affray and & general fight vcourred. The
county Sheriff sprang from’‘the Judge's stand and com.
meooced firing & pistol at the Union men. Msjor York, a
surgeon of the 54th, was one of the first victiims. The
Union men, bsing outnumbered at the court-house, ran to
the houses and stores for arms, snd thay were fired u 0,
from the windows. Ten or twelve men,were wuunﬁ.
Col. Mitchell, of the 54th regiment, was badly wounded ;
Oliver Sales was killod ; James Gooderiek, William Hart,
L. C Jeffreys, and revernl soldiers belonging to the 5dth
were wounded seveiely. The Hdth régiment arrived: in
the niternoon and formed on the square. Nelon We'ls,
who ﬁ_ﬂ_ad the first ahob, was inatant y killed. John Coop-
er, a prisoner, waa shot while trying to escapa. Colonel
Brooks, with & squad of men, went 1n pursuit of a gang of
copperheads, abu .t seven miles distant Capt. William-
non has some tweoty prominent sscesh imphested in the
affair under guard at the court-house. Col. Mitchell had
a conference wilh the Hoo. O. B. Franklin and Judge '
Constable, who seam:d very anxious that slops should ba
taken to prevent noy further outbreak.

CuicaGo, MARCH 30.—A special despateh to the Tri-
bune, dated Mattoon, (IIl.) last night, Bays:

" Four bundred men of the Fifty-fourth Hlinois regiment
leave Charleston to-night to attack the r=bels, who are
u_:d to be three hundred strong, under Sheriff Joha 8.
O'Hare, entrenched at Gillady's mills, ten miles northeast
of Charleston. A portion of the Fifty-fourth is at Mattoon,
that place ulso being threatousd by the rebels from Bhelby
and Moultrie counties. Two companies of, the Veteran
Rewserve corps, eu route for 8 ringfiald, have been stopped
at Charleston for garrison duty. Pickets are out on sll
the roads. In the fight on Mouday four of the Fifty-fourth
and one Union citizen were killed, snd Col Mitchell a W

five privates and two Union eitizans wounded. Two rebela
were killed and several wounded "

L B —|

EUROPEAN INTELLIGENCE,

HALIFAX, MARCH 30.--The stenmship Africa, from
Liverpool on the 19(h instant, has arrived. 2
The London Daily News of the 15th announces authori-
tatively that Denmark has nccepted the proposed eonfer-
eoce, on the basis of negotintions of 1851-'2, without an
armistice. The consent of the Germanic Confederation is
now necessary, and it is doubtful if they will a.sent on the
basis named,
The belligerents in Denmark show increasing activity.
The Germans are vigorously prosecutiog the siege of Dup-
pel. ‘That place was vigoronsly bombarded on the 16th.
A sharp naval engagement had taken place ol Kagsen
Island, between a line of Danish stemmors snd two Prus
siun mon of war and sevoral gnnboats, resulting in the
withdrawal of the Pruesian ships, closely pursued by the
Duanes. The Prussisn vewsals, however, sucoeeded in
reaching port in safety. G

Lats Berlin despatohes™tate that the Prussians arq
ready to open fire across the Wemimbarg.

DECISION UNDER THE PROCLAMATION.

The substance of a deciciiu made st week by the Sa
preme Court of the District of Columbis 18 raported as
establishing the la v that a parly claiming the occupation -
of his property under the Presideut’s proclsmation should
with n thewpiesciibed vixiy days, “ conse to aid, munlau:
auee, and abet such rebellion, and return to his allegiance
to the United States; " and that the vimple ““ romoval from
u rebellious to & loyal State was not intended to be the
evidence of such returoed allegiance.” This decision was
made in the case of Wm. Shialds, who left Washington in
Apiil, 1361, for Richmond, where he remained until Au-
Kust lnst, and thes went Lo Baltimre.  Hig Jroperty in
Wasbington beiog seized, ba sought to preveot its condem-
nation on the ground that ho had dove no treasonable act
since the pansags «f the conflscation act. The court, how-
ever, decided, sa sbove stated, that his mere removal to
Bslt.more was not what the law réquired, but that he must
have eatablished the fact of his restored loyalty by some
act of kolemn and decided import, befure he econ:d be ad-
mitted to claim tne benefit of the law. Hix propsrty waa
therefors declared condemned. 4

BOUTHERN NEWS.

The Norlolk Old Doip

asx received & copy of the
Richmond Ecquirer of the <500 iostant. The nvaa ia nn-

umportant. We give the foliowing extraots :

EAST TENNESSEE,

We have the report from Enst Tennesses that the Yan-
keeod, who had ndvanced ss far eust ns Morristown, have
again taken the buck track and retired to Strawberry
Plaing, only some fifteen or twenty miles from Knoxville,
The retreat of the enemy has dissipated, for the present
at least, all prosp cts of a fight. The enlistment of
eolored troops in Middle Tennessee goes on rapidly. At
Shelbyville und Lebsnon there are five thousand ready foe
the fiald.

FROM JOHNSTON'S ARMY.

DaLTON, (GA.) MAkOH 22 —The enemy have retired
from our frout, and their recent movements are supposed
to be owly reconvoissances, A hoavy snow fell hers
Iast night and today. It lies four inches deep. Our
troops have eapturad the post of Arkausas,
DavtToxn, (Ga.) Mancn 24.—All quiet on our fromt,
The enemy show no disposition to engage our forces.

“ = ARTI-SUBSTITUTE LAW,

A®ON, (Ga.) MarcH 22 —Ths >upremas Courg
Georgin to-day usanimously sffirmed the (‘.nnititul.ioq.li't):
of the Confederate anti-substitute law. Gen. Pillow has

been placed in command of the oavalry of the N
District of Alabama orthern
GEORGIA WHEAT CROP.

The erops in Georgis are represented ss looking very
encoursxingly. In sows eections the growing wheat has
been injured by the frost, but the general iwpression is
that & few good, warm raios will revive it Thas far

every thing looks promisiog for a good orop this yese

FROM FLORIDA,

Informnation Iad been recsived by the military authori-
tien at Lake City, Florida, on Sunday vumug’ Inat, |hllt
the Yankees had lunded a foros at Pilstka. The foroe
Ianded at that point is not known, but it was rumored that
it was large. Gen. Finnegnd had dispatebad foress to
west }hm. consiating of eavalry, infaniry, and artillery.
Our picketa in front of Jacksouville eonfirm previous in-
talligence that the greatest portion of the enemy's troopa
had left that place. Evefy thing econtinued quiet in the
neighborhood of Jacksouville.

"SUFFERING IN RIGHMOND,
The Enquirer publishes aa appoal to the benevolent in
behalfl of avidiers’ families nod other poor of the eity, which
saya : ** The poor have not been abls to procure supplies
at the shopa established by the City Cuuncile, even at the
reduoed prices charged by the committes.” The appeal
slatos that pressing necossity existe for immadiate aid to
prevent absolute suffering.

HEAYY SEOW STORM,

Ricu_nmnu. MARCH 23.—The heaviest snow storm of
two winters, it 1 presumed, did pot slight Petersburg
yesterday and last night, average depth 1 about
twelve inches, and some aMicm that it s deeper. To-day
was ushered 10 with & elondless aky, and merry ringing of
aleigh bella, the Iaiter pastime at the tune of twenty dol-
lars an hour to thoss who indulged. The ronds in North~
srn Virginia, ©ut up by the hundrods of wagons on

are: Black river, 40 milos;

Miami m
milos? Alexandria, 140 miles ; Bhroveport, 450 miles.

DeRussoy, 70 |

always
the momwilh f. & horrible condition for soms time to
oM, £V & truce to any inteativn of activity on the
part of the snemy,



